
Homeschooling
Starter Checklist



Kickstart your homeschooling journey with our Homeschooling Starter Checklist!
This downloadable resource provides a comprehensive guide to essential items
and considerations for new homeschoolers. Whether you're just beginning your

homeschooling journey or making the switch from traditional schooling, this
checklist is designed to help you create a well-organized and nurturing learning

environment for your children.

This freebie offers a fantastic starting point, but if you're looking for a more in-
depth guide, check out the Homeschool Checklist Workbook available in our
shop! The workbook provides detailed guidance for each category, including
expert tips, planning exercises, and additional resources to help make your

homeschooling journey smooth and successful.

How to Use This Checklist
Download & Print: Download the checklist PDF & print it or upload into a note app (I
love Noteshelf 3) for easy reference.

1.

Track Your Progress: Use checkboxes to track your progress as you complete each
item on the list.

2.

Reflect and Adjust: Revisit the checklist periodically to assess your homeschooling
journey and make any necessary adjustments.

3.
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Research State Laws
Understand Your State’s Requirements: Every state has different laws
regarding homeschooling. Research the legal requirements for your state,
including notification, registration, and educational standards.
Resources: Use websites like the Home School Legal Defense Association
(HSLDA) to get detailed information about your state’s regulations.

Define Your Educational Philosophy
Explore Homeschooling Approaches: Familiarize yourself with different
homeschooling philosophies (Traditional, Charlotte Mason, Montessori,
Unschooling, Unit Studies, etc.) to find the best fit for your family’s values and
learning styles.
Reflect on Your Family’s Goals: Determine what you hope to achieve through
homeschooling and how you want your children to learn.

Choose a Curriculum
Evaluate Options: Look into various curricula available (both secular and religious)
that align with your educational philosophy.
Consider Flexibility: Remember that it’s okay to adjust or change your curriculum
as you discover what works best for your child throughout the year.

Set Up Your Learning Environment
Design Your Space: Create a functional and inviting learning area, but remember
that homeschooling doesn’t have to occur in a dedicated room. It can happen
anywhere in your home or community.
Organize Materials: Gather and organize your educational materials, resources, and
supplies in a way that makes them easily accessible.

Establish a Daily Routine
Create a Schedule: Develop a daily routine that balances structured learning time
with flexibility for exploration and play.
Be Open to Adaptation: Life happens, and routines can change. Allow your
schedule to evolve as you and your children adjust to homeschooling.

Build a Support Network
Connect with Other Homeschoolers: Reach out to local homeschooling groups,
online communities, or co-ops to find support and resources.
Share Experiences: Engaging with other families can provide encouragement, new
ideas, and a sense of community.
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Track Progress and Assessment
Decide on Assessment Methods: Consider how you will assess your child’s
progress—this could include portfolios, informal assessments, or alternative
evaluation methods.
Celebrate Achievements: Focus on celebrating your child’s accomplishments and
growth, no matter how small.

Gather Resources
Utilize Books and Websites: Create a list of valuable resources, such as books,
online courses, and educational websites that can support your homeschooling
journey.
Stay Updated: Keep an eye on new resources and materials that can enhance your
teaching methods and your child’s learning experience.

Budget for Homeschooling
Create a budget for educational materials, extracurricular activities, and resources.
Explore free or low-cost options like community programs, libraries, and online
resources.

Stay Positive and Flexible
Embrace the Journey: Remember that homeschooling is a unique journey for every
family. It’s okay to face challenges—embrace them as part of the learning process.
Adapt as Needed: Be willing to make changes when something isn’t working,
whether it’s a teaching method, curriculum, or daily routine.
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